


Welcome to TEDxPortsmouth 2022:  
h i d d e n  i n  p l a i n  s i g h t

This immersive, full-day event showcases a diverse lineup 
of inspiring speakers, rousing artistic performances, great 
local food, and a fun after-party. It’s also where the Seacoast 
comes together to connect and explore big ideas—science, 
the arts, the environment, humanity, entrepreneurship—in 
a shared experience emphasizing community, conversation, 
and inspiration. Enjoy! 



LEADERSHIP 

Anna Goldsmith: Licensee + Co-Organizer
Kaarin Milne: Co-Organizer     

COMMUNICATIONS

Karen Lyons: Digital Marketing Director 

DESIGN + DEVELOPMENT 

Deb McNeilly: Graphic Design
Amanda Giles: WebBender Extraordinaire
Gail Knowles: Digital Roustabout

FINANCE + MANAGEMENT 

Denise Croteau: Finance Director 
Sharmila Patel: Event Director 

SPEAKER COACHING  

Rebecca Dawson Webb: Team Lead + Coach 
Debbie Kane: Speaker Coach 
Melissa Christenson: Performance Coach 

SPONSORSHIP 

Lisa Keslar: Sponsorship Director 
Natalie Pavlov: Professional Development Director

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Sharon Ippolito 

Photo opposite page by Raya on Assignment

t
e

a
m



8:00 – 9:00 A.M. 
REGISTRATION/NETWORKING

9:00 A.M.
SESSION 1
Sounds of the Seacoast 
Sean Cheng
Dr. Stephanie Bramlett
Julie Machado

10:15 A.M.
MORNING BREAK

10:45 A.M.
SESSION 2
Todd Hanson
Emily Hazelwood
Dr. Robin Buckley 

12:00 P.M. 
LUNCH BREAK 
Provided by Bennett’s Sandwich Shop
Gluten-free options available. 

1:15 P.M.
SESSION 3
John Monaghan
Dr. Rafael Grossmann
Angel Simone

2:00 P.M.   
AFTERNOON BREAK

2:15 – 3:00 P.M.
SESSION 4
Amy-Mae Court
Dr. Erin Bell Santini
Russ Grazier

AFTER-PARTY  
w/DJ SKOOCH
Cash Bar Available

 

LUNCH OFFERINGS

Bennett’s Sandwich Shop is an experience; the quality 
and freshness of the ingredients, the extraordinarily 
welcoming service, and their delicious sandwiches 
will make you want to return again! 

Sandwich options from Bennett’s: 

Italian Sandwich

Turkey Sandwich

Vegan Veggie Sandwich

Gluten free options available for all, while quantities last

Delicious bag of chips!

Rice Krispie treats (GF)
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SOUNDS OF THE SEACOAST  
Sounds of the Seacoast women’s barbershop/ a cappella 
chorus is a diverse group of women of all ages and walks 
of life from many communities throughout the Greater 
Seacoast area and beyond. The chorus performs a variety 
of music, including barbershop standards, pop tunes, 
gospel songs, and selections for the holidays. They rehearse 
Monday evenings at the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Newington, NH and welcome new members year-round. 
The chorus is a member of an international barbershop 
organization called Harmony, Inc. with over 80 choruses  
in the United States and Canada. For more information,  
visit www.soundsoftheseacoast.org. p
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COURTNEY DANIEL 
Business Owner. Rule Breaker.  
Postage Stamp Designer.

Courtney Daniel is a passionate creative 
strategist who lives by her own rules and makes 
things happen. As a nationally recognized 
award-winning business owner, her dedication 
and ability to build relationships has afforded 
her the opportunity to work with top-name 
celebrities. Courtney’s love for design won her 
national recognition from the United States 
Postal Service when she designed a postage 
stamp. In her spare time you can find her hosting 
No To Patterns, designing stationery, and losing 
cool points with her kids by attempting the latest 
TikTok dances. Courtney lives on the Seacoast.

DENISE WHEELER 
Beloved Librarian. Writer of History Books. 
Maker of History. 

Denise Wheeler is a local educator, writer, 
grassroots community advocate, and arts 
supporter. As a founding member of Share 
Our Strength Portsmouth and Fill the Hall, she 
has helped raise more than $2 million to fight 
childhood hunger on the Seacoast. Her fingerprints 
are also on the Portsmouth Halloween Parade, 
dozens of shows celebrating local music, and 
efforts to preserve White Island Lighthouse at the 
Isles of Shoals. She is a contributing editor to two 
local history books, a parent of a recent college 
grad, and The Minister of Fun for Portsmouth 
NH 400, which is overseeing the city’s 400th 
anniversary in 2023.

Photo courtesy of The Music Hall, xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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DR. ERIN SANTINI BELL   
EDUCATOR OF ENGINEERS. BUILDER OF 
BRIDGES. MOM. 

Dr. Erin Santini Bell is a professor and department 
chair of civil and environmental engineering at 
UNH. She has enjoyed an interdisciplinary research 
collaboration to enhance the Memorial Bridge to 
support a structural health monitoring system, a 
renewable energy installation, and STEM education. 
Erin holds a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering 
from the Georgia Institute of Technology and a 
master’s degree and a doctorate in structural 
engineering from Tufts University. 

DR. STEPHANIE BRAMLETT  
CHIEF DIVERSITY OFFICER. VICE PRESIDENT  
OF BLACK LIVES MATTER SEACOAST.  
AVID PODCASTER. 

Dr. Stephanie Bramlett is the director of equity and 
inclusion at Phillips Exeter Academy where she provides 
leadership on issues such as diversity of community, 
student leadership, recruitment, and institutional equity. 
Stephanie is the vice president of Black Lives Matter 
Seacoast and a board member of People of Color in 
Independent Schools New England. In addition to her 
scholarship, she is an avid podcaster, yogi, marathon 
runner, aerial dancer, and exercise enthusiast. 

DR. ROBIN BUCKLEY 
RELATIONSHIP SHERPA. COLUMNIST FOR 
ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE. GERMAN SHEPHERD 
ENTHUSIAST.  

The owner of Insights Group Psychological & Coaching 
Services in Rye, Dr. Robin Buckley has a doctorate in clinical 
psychology and helps individuals and couples thrive in their 
careers and relationships. She has published two books, 
including Voices from the Village: Advice for Girls on the Verge 
of Adulthood, and is a columnist for Entrepreneur. Robin 
is mom to four children and lives in Berwick, ME with her 
husband and two German shepherds.

SEAN CHENG
GEOGRAPHY CHAMPION. YOUTH 
ENTREPRENEUR. SPEEDCUBER.  

Sean Cheng is a senior at Exeter High School and 
has always been captivated by the people and places 
that shape our planet. He placed in the top 10 of the 
2018 National Geographic Bee and is the co-founder 
of GeoGenius, an organization promoting geographic 
education. Ultimately, he hopes to empower others 
by inspiring them to learn more about the world. Sean 
enjoys playing soccer, traveling, speedcubing, and 
spending time with friends. 



AMY-MAE COURT  
CO-FOUNDER. CITY COUNCIL UNITER. 
MASSAGE THERAPIST. 

Amy-Mae Court is co-chair of the Blue Ribbon 
Skatepark committee where her 15-year-old son, 
Jesse, is a member. In 2021 she helped lead the 
initiative to fund a state-of-the-art skate park that 
passed unanimously by a city council that was deeply 
divided. Her passion was sparked by watching her son 
grow up in the skateboarding community. Amy-Mae  
has many interests, but none has taught her more 
than being a skate mom. 

RUSS GRAZIER, JR.
COMPOSER. SAXOPHONIST. EDUCATOR.  
AVID DISC GOLFER. 

A Portsmouth native, Russ Grazier, Jr. co-founded 
Portsmouth Music and Arts Center with his wife, 
Katie, in 2002. Russ has taught music at Boston 
Conservatory, the University of Chicago College, and 
the New England Conservatory Preparatory School. 
His original compositions have been performed by 
the Contemporary Chamber Players of Chicago, 
Voices from the Heart, and many others. He was 
named 2016 Arts Advocate of the Year by New 
Hampshire Citizens for the Arts.

DR. RAFAEL J. GROSSMANN
TRAUMA SURGEON. HEALTHCARE FUTURIST. 
VENEZUELAN NATIVE. 

Originally from Venezuela, Dr. Rafael Grossmann is 
a surgeon at Portsmouth Regional Hospital. Over the 
past several years, he’s focused on the convergence 
of healthcare and technology innovation to enable 
digital transformation to enhance medical care 
and education. He is particularly interested in the 
paradoxical power of technology to coexist with 
better, more humane medical care. 

TODD HANSON 
FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS. UNABLE TO SPEAK OR WALK. 
CHANGES LIVES ANYWAY.   

Todd Hanson dedicated his career to applying experiential 
research to understand the needs of individuals with 
physical and emotional challenges. But as a competitive 
athlete, what did he really understand? Now living with 
a degenerative neuromuscular disease that leaves him 
unable to walk or speak, he passionately shares his 
insights and experiences to better our communities  
and society as a whole. Todd is a principal at JSA Design  
in Portsmouth.



ANGEL SIMONE 
ENGINEER. EDUCATOR. MOTHER. EX-BRIT. 

As a person with a marginalized identity, Angel 
Simone is dedicated to creating spaces where 
people from diverse backgrounds and experiences 
can come together in ways that foster meaningful 
connections. She is on the board of Leadership 
Seacoast and New Hampshire Theater Project 
and has worked in both corporate and nonprofit 
environments. Originally from Liverpool, England, 
she now lives in Portsmouth with her children. She 
holds a master’s degree in engineering. 

EMILY HAZELWOOD   
MARINE CONSERVATION BIOLOGIST. 
ENTREPRENEUR. FORBES “30 UNDER 30”  
LIST HONOREE. 

Emily Hazelwood is a marine conservation biologist, 
explorer, and entrepreneur. She’s a co-founder of Blue 
Latitudes, a women-owned marine environmental 
consulting firm, where she works repurposing offshore 
oil platforms as artificial reefs. In 2018 she was 
honored on the Forbes “30 Under 30” list for her work 
developing sustainable, creative, and cost-effective 
solutions for the environmental issues that surround 
the offshore energy industry.

JULIE MACHADO  
SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER. WRITER. CRAFTER OF 
TRAINWRECK RECIPES.

Julie Machado is a Portsmouth native whose career path 
has been anything but linear. She has lived on a cruise ship, 
written articles for local garden clubs, and crafted killer 
cocktails. Currently, she is the social media manager at 
Darci Creative, but remains excited by the knowledge 
that she never knows where her path may lead. Julie 
loves spending time with family, hiking, and—of course—
whipping up suspect recipes to see if they’re as bad as 
they sound. 

JOHN MONAGHAN 
RETIRED POLICE CHIEF. CHALLENGER OF BOXES. 
STAND-UP COMEDIAN.  

A retired police chief who is a law enforcement recruiter 
for the Center for Policing Equity, John Monaghan’s 
approach—and subsequent success—was featured in 
the 2019 Nantucket Project documentary film “The Box.” 
He regularly consults at a Boston-based racial equity 
firm where he has facilitated workshops in racial equity 
and organizational development. He is married and in his 
spare time enjoys riding bikes, skiing, and performing in 
Portsmouth’s local comedy scene.



a f t e r - p a r t y 

Join us for the 2022 
TEDxPortsmouth After-Party with 
DJ Scooch in the Music Hall Lobby 
and on Chestnut Street until 4p.m.!    

Talk to speakers and other attendees about the ideas shared 
today that have blown your mind, informed your perspective, 
or inspired you to take action. 

A toast to our community, filled with ideas worth spreading!

Photo courtesy of The Music Hall, David J. Murray, Cleareyephoto.com
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YOUR STORY,
YOUR MOMENTS.
Personalized gifts with meaning.

Home Town Map Gifts
Every U.S. City & Town

Custom Night Sky Gifts
The Stars from Any Moment

Gifts for the Outdoors
Topography, National Parks, & More

As Seen On:

College Town Map Gifts
Every U.S. College Town

welltolddesign.com

Exeter Hospital and its affiliated organizations – 
Core Physicians and Rockingham Visiting Nurse 

Association & Hospice provide healthcare services 
that are innovative, progressive and focused on 
quality and the well-being of the communities 

in the greater New Hampshire Seacoast.

exeterhospital.com
603-580-6668

Client: Exeter Health Resources   Date: 3/25/22 Job #: EHR-018-22

Project: TEDx Program Ad  Version: FINAL
Size:  3.375” x 3.75” trim; 3.625” x 4” bleed Production: 4C

g
o

l
d

s
i

l
v

e
r

Exceptional community 
care in a world-class 
health system.

wdhospital.org



Designing better buildings— 
        for people, for communities,
                       for the planet

www.petersenengineering.com

A bank with heart, 
in the heart of Portsmouth.

We don’t just serve  your neighborhood.
We are your neighbors.

15 Pleasant Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801
(603) 436-5250

piscataqua.com

Be part of
something
bigger.

Photo by Kate & Keith Photography
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